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Restora�ve jus�ce in the criminal jus�ce system

Is this program or policy in use in your community? Tell us about it.

Descrip�on
Restora�ve jus�ce in the criminal jus�ce system uses vic�m and offender dialogue
to address the harm caused by a crime as well as vic�ms’ experiences, interests and
needs (La�mer 2005). This approach can be prac�ced using sharing circles, vic�m-
offender media�on, or facilitated face-to-face conferences that include vic�ms,
offenders, their families, friends, and other community members. Restora�ve
jus�ce can occur throughout the criminal jus�ce process, from pre-arrest to post-
sentence, and can take place in se�ngs such as prisons, therapeu�c facili�es, and
communi�es (Daly 2016, Koss 2014). Judges may consider reducing some
offenders’ sentences following restora�ve jus�ce par�cipa�on (Sherman 2007).

Expected Beneficial Outcomes
Reduced recidivism

 Increased sa�sfac�on with jus�ce process
 Reduced post-trauma�c stress

Evidence of Effec�veness
There is strong evidence that restora�ve jus�ce in the criminal jus�ce system reduces recidivism (Campbell-Strang 2013,
La�mer 2005, Sherman 2015, Sherman 2007). For juvenile offenders, effects on recidivism appear strongest when restora�ve
jus�ce prac�ces are implemented with researcher involvement and high fidelity to tested models (Schwalbe 2012, Hipple
2014).

Vic�ms of crime who par�cipate in restora�ve jus�ce efforts have greater levels of sa�sfac�on with the jus�ce process than
those who par�cipate in the tradi�onal jus�ce process (Campbell-Strang 2013, La�mer 2005). Restora�ve jus�ce conferencing
can also reduce vic�ms’ post-trauma�c stress symptoms (Sherman 2015, Angel 2014, Koss 2014).

Offenders who par�cipate in restora�ve jus�ce appear more likely to comply with res�tu�on requirements than those who
par�cipate in the tradi�onal jus�ce system (La�mer 2005). In some circumstances, offenders report greater levels of
sa�sfac�on with the restora�ve jus�ce process than the tradi�onal jus�ce process (La�mer 2005, Sherman 2007).

Vic�m-offender media�on appears to reduce juvenile recidivism (Nugent 2004). Arizona-based studies indicate that juvenile
offenders in restora�ve jus�ce conferencing are less likely to reoffend than peers in a tradi�onal diversion program (Rodriguez
2007, De Beus 2007); effects are greater for girls and youth with few prior offenses than boys and youth with more prior
offenses (Rodriguez 2007). First-�me juvenile offenders who par�cipate in restora�ve jus�ce programs may be less likely to
reoffend than peers in the tradi�onal jus�ce system (Bergseth 2013); addi�onal evidence is needed to confirm effects
(Cochrane-Livingstone 2013).

Researchers suggest that police-led conferences and in-person requests to vic�ms support vic�m par�cipa�on in restora�ve
jus�ce conferences (Sherman 2007). Vic�m-centered prac�ce, open and respec�ul interac�ons in a safe environment, and
facilitator training also support effec�ve restora�ve jus�ce for youth (Choi 2012).

A Washington-based analysis es�mates that restora�ve jus�ce conferencing cost about $1,080 per par�cipant in 2016, with a
benefit to cost ra�o of $3.49 (WSIPP-Benefit cost).

Implementa�on
United States
Restora�ve jus�ce has been implemented in some states, such as Illinois (IBARJ), and in many American Indian and Alaskan
Na�ve communi�es (Tribal Youth-RJ). City-level efforts are also underway in many communi�es, including Bal�more's
Community Conferencing Center (CCC-Bal�more), Brooklyn's Common Jus�ce (CJ-Brooklyn), and Minneapolis' vic�m-offender
media�on program (OJJDP Model Programs).

http://whatworksforhealth.wisc.edu/index.php
http://whatworksforhealth.wisc.edu/topic.php?id=20
http://whatworksforhealth.wisc.edu/factor.php?id=113
mailto:wwfhwi@match.wisc.edu
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15564886.2015.1107797
http://www.iirp.edu/pdf/RJ_full_report.pdf
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/lib/project/63/
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11292-015-9247-6
http://www.iirp.edu/pdf/RJ_full_report.pdf
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/lib/project/63/
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11292-015-9247-6
http://www.iirp.edu/pdf/RJ_full_report.pdf
http://www.cochrane.org/CD008898/BEHAV_restorative-justice-conferencing-for-reducing-recidivism-in-young-offenders
http://www.iirp.edu/pdf/RJ_full_report.pdf
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost?topicId=
http://www.ibarj.org/
https://www.nttac.org/tribalyouthprogram.org/culturally-based-practices/restorative-justice-practices.html
http://www.communityconferencing.org/
http://www.vera.org/centers/common-justice
http://www.ojjdp.gov/mpg


Wisconsin
Wisconsin has many restora�ve jus�ce programs, for example, in Barron (Barron-RJP), Dane (Dane-CRC), and Burne� County
(Northwest WI-RJ).
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