
The 5 Tools I Use 
to Create All My Videos

2. PowerPoint

3. Microsoft Word

1. Microsoft Paint
Every illustration I use in my videos is created first in Microsoft Paint, a 
drawing application that came pre-installed on my PC. 
How to Work with Paint in Windows 7 & Windows 8
Mac Alternatives to Microsoft Paint

I create all the titles and animated sequences for the videos in Microsoft 
PowerPoint. The only time my videos are not showing a PowerPoint slides is 
when I’m actually demonstrating how to use a piece of technology. Why 
don’t the videos look like PowerPoint? Because I don’t use templates – I just 
start with blank slides. If PowerPoint is not your thing, you can use any kind 
of presentation software – anything that will allow you to organize a set of 
slides or visuals to illustrate your content. 
Free Alternatives to PowerPoint

Before I start filming, I write a script in Microsoft Word by creating a simple 
2-column chart. The left column contains the slide number, and the right 
column contains the script for what I’ll say during that slide. Although this 
can be done manually, I can automatically generate this document right 
from PowerPoint, which also includes thumbnails of every slide: I just type 
my script into the “notes” panel for each slide (below the area where you 
edit your slides), then print out the slides and the notes as a handout.
Free Alternatives to Microsoft Word
How to Print PowerPoint Handouts with Notes (video)
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http://www.7tutorials.com/how-work-new-paint
http://screenshot.net/paint-equivalent-for-mac.html
http://www.microsoftstore.com/store/msusa/en_US/pdp/PowerPoint-2013/productID.259322400?tid=sBISqiDRb_dc&cid=5250&pcrid=22571951213&pkw=download%20microsoft%20powerpoint&pmt=b&WT.srch=1&WT.mc_id=pointitsem_Microsoft+US_google_5+-+PowerPoint&WT.term=download%20microsoft%20powerpoint&WT.campaign=5+-+PowerPoint&WT.content=BISqiDRb&WT.source=google&WT.medium=cpc
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2453472,00.asp
http://www.microsoftstore.com/store/msusa/en_US/pdp/productID.259323500?tid=suDAmy43K_dc&cid=5250&pcrid=21622925213&pkw=microsoft%20word&pmt=e&WT.srch=1&WT.mc_id=pointitsem_Microsoft+US_google_5+-+Word&WT.term=microsoft%20word&WT.campaign=5+-+Word&WT.content=uDAmy43K&WT.source=google&WT.medium=cpc
http://fieldguide.gizmodo.com/the-best-microsoft-word-alternatives-that-are-totally-f-1604611981
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8m5ZAZdtJo
http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxEKnVOYnzM70yH7kDrU7bQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxEKnVOYnzM70yH7kDrU7bQ
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4. Camtasia Studio

5. Samson Go Mic

Here’s where the actual recording takes place: On my laptop, I run through 
my PowerPoint in “slideshow” mode, just like I would if I were giving a 
presentation, and I verbally give my presentation as I go. But before I start 
the presentation, to capture it all on video, I turn on a screencasting
software called Camtasia Studio. Screencasting is simply the act of 
capturing everything that happens on your screen; any time you’ve watched 
a video tutorial where someone shows you how to do anything on a 
computer (like the video I linked to on how to create handouts in #3), they 
are using screencasting to record that activity. Camtasia Studio is arguably 
the best screencasting software available, but it comes with a pretty high 
price tag. If you’re not able to get a discount or the price is too steep, here’s 
a list of free alternatives that can get you started: 
Top 10 Free Camtasia Studio Alternatives

To record my voice as I give the presentation, I use a Samson Go Mic
microphone, which plugs directly into my laptop’s USB port. It cost me 
around $30, which was a great investment considering the quality of 
sound I got as compared to my laptop’s internal mic (blegh!). If you’d like 
to explore microphones, I’ve put together this list of other good 
microphones for video recording.
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http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/why-i-love-camtasia-studio/
http://elearningindustry.com/top-10-free-camtasia-studio-alternatives
http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/microphones-for-video-recording-and-podcasting/
http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/microphones-for-video-recording-and-podcasting/
http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxEKnVOYnzM70yH7kDrU7bQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxEKnVOYnzM70yH7kDrU7bQ
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